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ness, gloom, and a genera! feeling of oseiessness had brought an average of
200 desertions a day during the winter; relatives and friends sent express
bundles to their loved ones, citizens5 clothing for escape. Under the new rule
express trains were searched, all citizens' clothing burned.
A new regime operated. Steadily a sulky army became willing ^nd eager
to fight. It lay at Fredcricksburg* a day's phaeton or buggy ride from Wash-
ington, so that important public men came for personal inspections, accom-
panied by their wives and daughters in crinolines.
Early in April Hooker said that under his command was *a living army,
and one well worthy of the republic*. He also rated it *the finest army on the
planet*. He had 130,000 troops against Lee across the river with 60*000,.
In the Confederate army across die river horses were gaunt from, lack of
forage. Scurvy had begun to appear among troops lacking balanced rations.
Cattle had arrived so thin that Lee asked to have them kept to fatten in the
spring and that salt meat be issued instead. Through an unusually bleak and
frigid winter some of Lee's troops had no blankets. Many wore coats and
shoes in tatters. In subsistence and clothing it was known that the neighbour-
ing Union army was vastly superior. Valorous men were hungry. Lee
directly implied in his patient letter of April 23rds 1863, to the Confederate
Secretary ofWar: 1 am painfully anxious lest the spirit and efficiency of the
men should become impaired, and they be rendered unable to sustain their
former reputation, or perform *the service necessary for our safety.*
True it was "the Yanks were licked* at Charleston., dispatches told Lincoln*
A fleet of ironclad vessels, long and carefully prepared^ had failed to batter
down Fort Stunter, and under fire fromheavy shore batteries had retired some-
what crippled with one vessel sunk and two disabled. Because Charleston
was a symbol, a starting-point of secession, many in die North hoped it could
be taken; they had expected much; they would wait,
On May 1st Hooker had brought most of his army across the Rappahan-
nock River, to a crossroads named Chancellorsville, for a frontal combat with
Lee, while an army corps under General John Sedgwick had crossed die river
at another point aiming to harass Lee* flank or rear. Hooker believed he had
Lee in a tight box and issued an address: *Our enemy must either ingloriously
fly or come out from behind his defences and give us battle on our own
ground, where certain destruction awaits him/
Hooker attacked, Lee counter-attacked, and Hooker ordered his men to fall
back. *Just as we reached the enemy we were recalled/ wrote General Meade,
while General Couch, second to Hooker in command, said:* Hooker expected
Lee to fall back without risking battle. Finding himself mistaken he assumed
the defensive,*